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Heralding A New, Auspicious Beginning

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

Tamil month of Thai, let us take a moment
to reflect on the divine celebrations of the sacred
Margazhi month and eagerly anticipate the
joyous Utsavams that await us in Thai.

Margazhi, a time dedicated to spiritual [
awakening and devotion, saw our temple host
grand celebrations this year. The chanting
of the Thiruppavai, daily recitations of the
Divya Prabandham, and the mesmerising
early morning procession of Sri Andal and
Thiruneerattu Utsavam filled the atmosphere
with divine energy. Notably, the Paddhathi
Music Festivals at Desika Bhavanam enriched
our spiritual observances with melodious
offerings. After the Pagal Pathu Utsavam, the
Ira Pathu is being conducted with great devotion
after the grand Vaikunta Ekadasi celebrations.
Thousands gathered for the Paramapadha
Vaasal Darsanam, seeking the blessings of
Lord Srinivasa, as bhakti resonated throughout
the temple.

Now, as we embrace the month of Thai, known

for new beginnings and prosperity, the temple has a series of special events lined up. Thai will begin
with the auspicious Thai Pongal celebrations, offering our gratitude to the Almighty for His abundant
blessings. This will be followed by the Adhyayana Utsavam Satrumurai, Iyarpa Satrumurai, Desika
Prabandham Satrumurai and ThirupPallandu Thodakkam. On January 26 we will celebrate the Annual
Pari Vettai Utsavam, and on February 1, the Vanabhojanam Utsavam will be held.

Additionally, on February 2, the temple will conduct the Annual Hayagreeva Visesha Sankalpa Archanai
for the benefit of students preparing for their exams. This special event seeks the blessings of Lord
Hayagreeva, the embodiment of knowledge and wisdom, to guide our young devotees toward success
in their studies.

As in previous years, we also have the Padhuka Sahasram Utsavam scheduled for February 9.

We express my heartfelt gratitude to all the devotees, volunteers, and patrons whose unwavering support
and contributions make these celebrations a success. Your devotion and participation enrich the temple’s
activities and help preserve our rich traditions for future generations.

Let us continue to unite in devotion and service, seeking the grace of our Acharyas and the blessings
of the Divya Dampathis. May this Thai month bring prosperity, peace, and spiritual fulfilment to all. %%
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Whitefield Main Road, Mahadevapuram
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Important Tenets Of Our Sampradaya@
Senses Are Meant To Be Employed For Divine Experience

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

hatever we are in this birth is as a result of our

earlier Karma (balancing good and bad) and
the Lord simply follows the rules He Himself has laid
down in His disposition. This has been unequivocally
established by our great Acharyas drawing from the
Vedas and Saasthras. The knowledge that it is only
the Lord’s grace that can lift us spiritually (even for
material upliftment also, for that matter, but we are
not discussing this here) is quintessential and one
should constantly strive to raise the bar in the quest
to keep evolving as a better person. Of course, this
is a continuous process and not an end.

For this effort to fructify, one must be in good control
over the senses — both the Jnaana Indiriyas and
Karma Indriyas. This has been amply dealt with and
asserted in various scriptures. The Azhwars and the
Acharyas have given to us these things on a platter,
so to say, as otherwise it will be difficult for us to
learn them from legends. Their unbound compassion
towards us has to be realised, marvelled at and made
to count.

The body and soul that we are in possession are the
courtesy of Lord Sriman Narayana and we must
use them primarily for His service. That is why
Prapaththi (Saranaagathi) is such a principal tenet
of our Sampradaya and a mandatory act. Post-
Prapaththi also, our senses have to be employed for
the sake of the Lord.

One cannot but wonder how Nammazhwar and
Thirumangai Azhwar — the two most prolific
Azhwars — have, in one voice, illustrate this. In fact,
they have dedicated a decad each in driving home the
point in Mudiyaane — Thiruvoymozhi 3-8 and Neel
Naagam — Periya Thirumozhi 11-7, respectively.

Kaliyan is assertive that the purpose of our birth and
the bestowing of the body to us by the Lord with
parts like the eyes, ears, mouth, nose, etc. are only
for them to be immersed in His divine experience. In
‘Neel Naagam’, he decries the eyes, etc. which are
not employed in experiencing the Lord, and declares
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that they are not worth their names.

The gist of the 10 Paasurams from ‘Neel Naagam’
is given below:

1. The eyes of those who do not see the Lord are
no eyes at all.

2. Those ears which do not hear His glory are no
ears at all.

3. The words of those who do not speak His glory
are no words at all.

4. The songs of those who do not sing His praise
are no songs at all.

5. Those hands which do not worship Him are no
hands at all.

6. We shall not consider the heart of those who do
not think that Thulasi and flowers like lotus are
only for Him when they see them, as heart at all.

7. The heart of those who are not devoted to the
Lord and fail to meditate on Him forever are no
heart at all.
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8. Those who do not contemplate and realise Him
are ignorant forever.

9. Idonot consider those who do not put themselves
at His service as men at all.

10. Sing this decad and dance praising the glory of
the discus-wielding Lord in order to rid of sins.

If Thirumangai Azhwar is categorical in his
observation in the above decad, Nammazhwar comes
up with an animated personal experience on the
subject in ‘Mudiyaane’. Just a while before that, the
Azhwar yearns when his eyes will get to see the feet
of the Lord who rode the chariot (... Sleormy Gsit
L6 CILIHLDMEIT SHENEVIHLPED SHITEWILIG]  6T60Tm)
6\&med GevoraGer! — Thiruvoymozhi 3-6-10).

The longing grows greater and becomes unbearable
as he pours his heart out one decad later. Here goes
the outline of the Azhwar’s divine experience in the
11 verses from ‘Mudiyaane’.

1. O my Lord, my heart yearns for You.

2. O my manikin Lord who took the earth, my
mouth (tongue) praises You all the time.
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3. O protector of cowherds, my hands feel for You.

4. O Lord lying on the serpent couch, my eyes are
eager to see You.

5. O Lord, my ears yearn to hear the rustle of
Garuda’s fluttering wings.

6. discus-wielding Lord, my soul ceaselessly craves
for You.

7. O my Lord, my soul, wicked me is unable to see
Your beautiful form, despite my call of grief.

8. Lord of the three times, when will I see You?
9. Bird-riding Lord, when will I attain You?

10.0 my Lord, how long will I weep here to see
Your lotus feet?

11. Those who sing this decad will ascend
Paramapadham.

These utterances by the Azhwars are meant for us
to take a leaf out of their experiences and endeavour
to emulate them by pledging our body and soul in
service of the Lord. This, while being enjoyable, will
be rewarding too.

(to be continued...)
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Srimath Rahasya-Thraya Saaram
A Manual For Beginners@

Smt. Padmalatha Sridharan, Chennai

Chapter - 21
Gathi Visesha Adhikaram

This chapter talks about the path Upaya Nishta takes
to attain Sri Vaikuntam.

As said in the previous chapter, the Mumukshu enters
the Brahma Nadi illuminated by Bhagavan. He is
carried by Hardha just like a toddler prince, who has
not yet started speaking, is carried lovingly upon
the shoulders of the King, during walks. Bhagavan
himself accompanies Prapanna because of His infinite
compassion, just like this King.

The Prapanna sets upon Devayana path through the
sun’s rays and piercing through it, enters through a
hole in the centre of Surya Mandalam. The Prapanna
travels through this path feted by Archis (Agni),
Ahas (daylight), Sukla paksham, Utharayanam,
Samvatsaram (year), Vayu, Adityan, Chandran and
Vidyut (lightning). These are Abhimaani Devathas
for day, year, etc. Along with Amaanava, (or Vidyut
- this is again a form of Bhagavan), supported by
Varuna, Indra, Prajapathi, etc., the Prapanna has
the pleasurable experience of being hosted by these
Devathas till their borderlands.

As soon as he reaches his long-coveted destination of
Sri Vaikuntam, the subtle Boothas with which he made
the journey after leaving the Sareeram on earth, are
dropped off in the banks of Viraja River. This subtle
Boothas (Sookshma Sariram), senses (Indriyam),
etc., were carried by him not because of karma but
by capability of his Upaaya just for the purpose of the
journey and it is not needed any more and discarded
like a used boat after reaching ashore.

After crossing the Viraja River, he gets Aprakrutha
Sareeram (not made of Trigunam but only of Shuddha
Sathvam) reaches a pond called Iyrammadheeyam,
crosses a peepul tree called Somasavanam and he
sees ahead 500 apsara ladies, 100 of them carrying
garlands, 100 of them carrying Kajal, 100 of them
with Sri Choornam, 100 with perfumes and 100 with
gold ornaments, etc. to adorn him. He gains a similar
appearance to Brahmam and is luminant, etc. which
is called Saaroopyam. All this is caused by Bhagavan
every step of the way. The Nithyasuris welcome him
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with gifts and accompany him till the temple doors.
He then approaches the Dwara Palakas, who fete him
and accompany him to the blissful central mandapam.

As he desired, in compensation of what all he lost
being in samsara so far, he gets the divine vision of
Bhagavan in all His glory. He experiences Bhagavan
in full. He joins the fortunate group of Chethanas who
have been there eternally and there are no further
impediments to divine experiences based on time,
space, state of being, etc. He can do all Kainkaryams
as he desires eternally with no end thereafter. He
mingles with Nithyasuris easily like friends of same
age and there is no differentiation between this new
entrant and those who have been there eternally
in terms of experiencing Bhagavan and Sriman
Narayana is in a blissful state having brought back
this Prapanna from Samsara.

Swami then clarifies that the different Archiradhi paths
described in Madhu Vidhya context, in Mahabaratha,
Jayath Samhitha, Sri Pancharatra, etc., belong to
different Adhikaris as per their eligibilities. Some
Mukthas reach Vaikuntam after being in Vasu, Rudra,
Aditya posts and some reach from Sathyalokam
having been in Brahma’s Sareeram. These relate to
Bhakti Yoga and hence we need not concern ourselves
with it, says Swami.

For Mokshartha Prapatthi Nishtan meditating upon
this Archiradhi Gathi is not part of his Upaaya, unlike
Bhakti Yoga Nishtas. However, just like the bride or
the groom having a happy countdown till the date
of the wedding, it is beneficial for a Prapanna too
to contemplate upon this path and the experiences
awaiting him as Purushartha Dhyanam. It enhances
his affection to Bhagavan and thus purposeful, but
even without specific contemplation, his desires will
be fruitful.

Itis said in Ramayana, that Sita Piratti, while suffering
in Asokavanam, used to fly on a chariot drawn by
horses mentally (Manoratham) to reach Rama and
thus sustain herself. Similarly a Prapanna should
meditate upon and visualise Archiradhi Gathi and
remain enthused about the pleasures awaiting him.

(to be continued...)
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