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Dolotsavam - A Divine Festival That Held Sway

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

s part of the Sathamana

Mahotsavam, a special
Dolotsavam was organised on the 10th §
November, 2023, and it coincided with
the first day of the Panchami Theertha
Utsavam — Thayar’s Annual Utsavam. It
was a double delight the Thayar festival
was celebrated in a grand manner §
accompanied by Perumal on account of ¥
the Dolotsavam.

The Dolotsavam celebration is
marked by elaborate preparations and §
meticulous planning. The temple was [
beautifully decorated with colorful
lights, flowers, and sacred items. The |
festivities commenced with a procession 2
wherein Lord Srinivasa, with His i@
Consort Alarmelmanga Nayika, was (e
carried within the temple premises,
accompanied by chanting of Divya M®
Prabandam and the Vedas. Then the
Divya Dampathis were taken to the
Special Silver Dolai. Vedic chanting was
done for half an hour, followed by divine singing by renowned artistes Vidhushis Anahita Ravindran and
Apoorva Ravindran. The atmosphere was filled with enthusiasm and devotion, as hundreds of devotees
gathered to witness and participate in the event. These performances added an additional touch of joy
to the celebration, captivating the devotees and leaving them spellbound.

It was a momentous occasion filled with devotion, traditional and cultural vibrancy and communal
harmony, and it surely will leave a lasting impression in the hearts of the devotees who were fortunate
to be in attendance. The enthusiasm of the Sevarthis has played a pivotal role in making the event truly
memorable. We record our sincere thanks to all those who made the Dolotsavam a grand success. The
Festival of Lights — Deepavali Utsavam — was celebrated in the customary, grand manner.

The spiritual journey continues with a Special Deepotsavam scheduled in Karthikai, on November 26.
The event has been planned so as to feature lighting of Laksha Deepam in the temple premises. We
request the Sevathis to participate in large numbers.

In the coming months, we anticipate more enlightening events and opportunities for spiritual growth.
We request the Sevarthis to actively participate and the devotees’ involvement is not just welcomed
but is also considered to be crucial to the vibrancy and vitality of our temple. 3
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Important Tenets Of Our Sampradaya
Devotion Is Fine, But Adherence To Saasthras Is As Important

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

ear Fellow-Bhagavathas,

DThe wonderfully-divine ambience prevalent
during the recently-concluded Pavithra Uthsavam
at the Temple with the participation of hundreds of
devotees each session offered a fine perspective. It
was especially and expectedly intent on the day of
Purnahuthi (5th October, 2023) when people from
even far-flung places waited till midnight to have
a glimpse of the grand spectacle.

To realise that devotion is progressively on the
ascent is really comforting. A big chunk of the
credit for this welcome state should, no doubt,
go to the multi-media programmes that feature
discourses and pilgrimage serials. So much
so, it has now become a cult to visit as many
Divyadesams as possible. Neither the distance nor
the cost is a deterrent as there is a craving to set
foot in Salagramam situated in the neighbouring
Nepal. It is the same with Ayodhya, Badrinath,
Mathura, Dwaraka, etc.

There is an ever-increasing interest in religious
activities, big crowds in temple festivals and
live discourses and phenomenal upsurge in
philanthropy. There is greater awareness and
interest than ever amongst youngsters to undergo
Pancha Samskaram and Bhara Samarpanam.
There is tremendous enthusiasm in learning the
great works of Azhwars and Acharyas. One can
sense reinforced faith in God, Acharyas and our
famed tradition. Parents' intent and sincerity in
performing Upanayanam to their wards is truly
remarkable.

All this is fine. But, on the flip side, do we give
due importance to observance of Karmas? The
answer cannot be in the affirmative, unfortunately.
For instance, what happens after Upanayanam?
Do the parents inculcate in the young mind the
value of performing Sandhyavandanam thrice-
a-day regularly? In how many households
elders do it? Should they not lead by example?
While there are no explicitly-stated benefits in
observing Sandhyavandanam, it surely enhances
the Thejas (personality). It is a well-established
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fact that Pranayamam, which is an integral part of
Sandhyavandanam, is good for health. But failing
to do Sandhyavandanam will incur the wrath of
the Lord and invite punishment.

Similarly, one should overcome the reluctance
in going to school/college/work place wearing
the Thiruman. One should consciously wear the
proper attire as applicable to one's Asramam
(Brahmachari, Gruhastha, etc.) at least while
doing Karmas, and visiting temples. Learning
and performing Thiru Aradhanam at home is
very imperative. As applicable, Naimiththika
(obligatory) Karmas like Tharpanam, Sradhdham,
etc. should be diligently performed.

Religious faith and practical observance of deeds
prescribed based on that faith are quintessential
elements of any Vedic philosophy. Both must go
hand in hand to yield the best fruits. One without
the other is incomplete. Saasthras and their
observance are the Lord’s ordains and hence must
be respected and followed as much as the Lord.
He has spoken through the Saasthras consisting
of Sruthi (the Vedas) and Smruthi (regulations),
spelling out his preferences and orders. He
has announced it specifically in His Gita @mg:
6VLDBST LDEDLDEUTEREB).

The first two of the five constituents in performing
Prapaththi are 'Anukoolya Sankalpam' (doing
things that will please the Lord) and 'Praathikoolya
Varjanam' (avoiding things that will displease
Him). One must always remember this and strive
his/her best to follow the Saasthras, which only
will please the Lord. It is impracticable to follow
everything to the letter, but that should not impede
serious intent and sincere effort. If there is any
shortcoming in spite of that, an honest repentance
will earn the Lord's pardon.

It will require a conscious and consistent effort.
But we have no choice, do we? So, let us try and
please the Lord as much as we can and leave the
result to Him. Sure, He will not let us down!

(to be continued...)
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Srimath Rahasya-Thraya Saaram
A Manual For Beginners

Smt. Padmalatha Sridharan, Chennai

Chapter - 7
Mumukshutva Adhikaram

Once a Chetana learns about his Svarupa,
Svabhava, etc., he realises that his Atma is totally
different from his body, and that his Atma has
inherent qualities of Jnaanam, Anandam, etc. He
begins to question his Karma Phalan and wishes
to break away from the cycle of births and deaths.
When he is entitled to ascend Sri Vaikuntam by
virtue of his blemishless Svarupa, he remains in
the cycle of Samsara, and might even have to
go to hell because of his Karmas and, hence, he
begins to analyse the means to escape this vicious
circle. He is dependent upon, supported or held
by and controlled by Isvara, he has very limited
power, his knowledge is adversely affected by
misconceptions and once he realises the difference
between this state and being able to do Bhagavat
Kainkaryam in Vaikuntam which is his birth right,
he becomes a Mumukshu — one who wishes for
Moksha. The root verb of Moksha means escape
and one who wishes to escape Samsara is a
Mumukshu.

There are five ways in which Ahankara and
Mamakara of the Jeeva can be overcome by
meditating upon the concepts as shown in the
Ashtaakshara Manthra. The ‘M’ and the hidden
fourth clause in Pranava, the ‘Ma’ in Namo, the
‘Nara’ in Narayana, the ‘Aaya’ Sabdha in the last
part. This is explained in a beautiful way by Sri
Parashara Bhattar (son of Sri Koorathazhwan) as
an imaginary dialogue between Namperumal in
Srirangam and a Jeeva. Ranganatha is wearing
wet Peethambaram and just Thulasi garland after
Thirumanjanam and he is showing his Abhaya
Hastham in front of an oil lamp (Thiruvilakku).

Ranganatha: You are mine and you belong to me.
Jeeva: No. I belong to myself.

Ranganatha: How do you say that?

Jeeva: How did You say it?

Ranganatha: | am saying it on the authority of
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the Vedas.

Jeeva: | said it on the authority of my own
experience.

Ranganatha: Your experience has been disputed.
Jeeva: When and by whom?

Ranganatha: I know it has been disputed in works
like Bhagavath Gita, Pancharatra, etc.

Jeeva: Who is a witness for this dispute?
Ranganatha: Great sages like Vyasa and Parasara.
Jeeva: Alas! they are prejudiced in your favour.

Then, Ranganatha in the absence of neutral
witnesses, raised His hand and swore to the truth
in the time-honoured way against Agni (flame of
the lamp). It is thus Parasara Bhattar beautifully
conceptualises the Thirumanjana Kolam in a
Sloka.

Once a Jeeva realises that he is not independent,
he is not the beneficiary of his functions, and
his Ahankara and Mamakara are destroyed, he
learns the insufficiency of other Purusharthams
like Aiswaryam, Kaivalyam, etc., as they are a
mixed bag of pleasure and sorrow or of negligible
pleasure when compared to the Bhagavath
Anubhavam and, hence, let’s go of his desires
in material things and transfers his desire to
Bhagavan. There are two types of functions:
Pravrutthi Dharmam and Nivrutthi Dharmam.
Pravrutthi is for obtaining a benefit while Nivrutthi
is for attaining Moksha. A Mumukshu is one who
takes up Nivrutthi Dharma.

He would be a laughingstock if, after learning
all this, he wishes for a temporary, ephemeral
benefit. He will lose his stature if he disregards the
Saasthras and indulges in contemptible pleasures.

On the other hand, if he wishes to perform
Kainkaryams to Paramaathma as per Saasthras,
he is called a Mumukshu and is worshipped by
the Devas.

(to be continued...)
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's issue of Desika Sandesam

SVDD thanks Sri V.A. Raghu & Family

for sponsoring this month
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