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Sweet Memories To Savour Forever

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEES

With the divine ordain of our Divya Dampathis B
and the blessings of Swami Desikan, we find
ourselves in the midst of a year-long Sathamana |
Mahotsavam celebration. In the first half of this |
Vaibhavam, we organised several unique festivals, }
including a few that were held for the first time in the
history of our temple. These included Theppotsavam,
Brindaranya Kshetra Vijayotsavam, and now [E5
Amruthotsavam.

The grand celebration of Amruthotsavam marked
a significant milestone for our temple, and it was |
celebrated with great enthusiasm. On this special day,
56 varieties of Prasadams (Bhakshanams) were offered to the Divya Dampathis and distributed to all
devotees. We express our sincere gratitude to the Kainkaryaparas, especially the ones in the Madaippalli
who tirelessly prepared and distributed the Prasadams with unwavering commitment.

This is a time when devotees from far and wide come together to pay their respects, participate in
religious ceremonies, and seek blessings, and it exceeded our expectations in terms of participation,
devotion, and overall success. Volunteers worked with commitment to ensure the smooth flow of.

Sri Damal Ramakrishnan delivered an enlightening discourse, providing devotees with profound insights
into the spiritual significance of the event. The Amruthotsavam witnessed an overwhelming turnout of
devotees, and the feedback received from them has been exceedingly positive, with many expressing
their gratitude for the memorable, sweet, and spiritually enriching experience.

‘We extend our heartfelt thanks to all the devotees, volunteers, donors, and well-wishers who contributed
to the success of the Amruthotsavam. Without their dedication and support, this event would not have
been possible.

The success of the grand event has inspired us to continue our efforts in serving the community and
fostering spiritual growth. We are excited about the upcoming events and initiatives that will further
strengthen our temple's role in the community.

For the month of Aippasi, we have an important festival termed Dolotsavam (Oonjal) planned for our
Perumal and Thayar on Saturday, November 11. The Dolotsavam will feature special music. In addition
to this, the usual festivals of Deepavali, Annakoota Utsavam, Mahanavami, Senainathan Satrumurai,
Poigai Azhwar, Bhoothathazwar, and Pezhahwar Satrumurai will also be celebrated.

Last month, Sri Desikan Utsavam and Pavithrotsavam were also conducted with divine fervour. As
usual, Pavithrotsavam was conducted with Homam along with Ubhaya Veda Parayanam. His Holiness
Srimath Azhagiyasingar Sri Ranganatha Yathindra Mahadesikan offered Mangalasasanam on the
penultimate day and also participated in the Aruli-cheyal Goshti Thodakkam during the procession.

We look forward to your continued support as we embark on future endeavors to serve the spiritual
and social needs of our community. ¥
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Important Tenets Of Our Sampradaya @
The salient ones in numbers - 2

Sri U. Ve. Natteri P. Srihari (a) Lakshmi Nrusimhacharyar Swami, Mylapore

Some essential features of the Vedantha
philosophy, with special reference to
Visithaadvaitha, were delineated in the previous
month. We shall now continue from where we
left off.

Three Types of Jivaathmas: Jivaathmas can be
classified into Badhdhas, Mukthas and Nithyas.
1. Badhdhas: Those who lay inextricably bound
in this world and undergo the cycle of births and
deaths. 2. Mukthas: Those who have attained
Moksha through either Bhakthi or Prapathi.
3. Nithyas: Those who permanently reside in
Srivaikunta and perform infinite service to the
Lord. Aadhi Sesha, Garuda and Vishvaksena are
examples of Nithyas.

Important Four (Grantha Chathustayam):
There are four works that all Srivaishnavas must
learn by way of Kalakshepam. They are: 1. Sri
Bhashyam: Sri Ramanuja’s commentary for sage
Vyasa’s Brahmasuthram. 2. Gita Bhashyam:
Sri Ramanuja’s commentary for Lord Krishna’s
Bhagavath Gita. 3. Srimath Rahasya-thraya
Saaram: Swami Desika’s treatise dealing with
great tenets of our Sampradaya, leading up to
the Moola Manthram, Dhvayam and Charama
Sloka, the Three Great Secrets or the Esoteric
Triads. 4. Bhagavath Vishayam: ThirukKurugai-
Piraan Pillaan’s 6000 Padi commentary for
Thiruvoymozhi.

Four Forms of Prapathi: Variously called as
Saranaagathi, Bhara Samarpanam, etc., Prapathi
can be performed in one of the four forms. They
are: 1. Swanishtai: Self-surrender performed by
qualified persons. 2. Ukthi Nishtai: Saranaagathi
undertaken by persons who are generally
not qualified to do the same themselves, by
repeating the submissions made by an Acharya
on their behalf. 3. Acharya Nishtai: Saranaagathi
performed by an Acharya on behalf of persons
who are generally not qualified to do it themselves.
4. Bhagavatha Nishtai: Saranaagathi performed
by a Bhagavatha on behalf of persons who are not
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qualified to do it himself, usually under emergency
situations.

Significant Five (Artha Panchakam): These are
the most important things that one who is desirous
of Moksha must comprehend. They are: 1.
Paramaathma Swaroopam: The essential nature
of Lord Supreme. 2. Jivaathma Swaroopam:
The essential nature of the Individual Souls. 3.
Virodhi Swaroopam: The essential nature of
obstructions in the way of attaining Moksha. 4.
Upaaya Swaropam: The essential nature of the
means to Moksha. 5. Upeya Swaroopam: The
essential nature of the ultimate goal, the Moksha.

Five-Session Routines of a Day (Pancha-Kaala
Prakriya): The religious chores a Srivaishnava
must undertake everyday have been prescribed
to be done in five distinctive sessions. They are:
1. Abhigamanam: The prayer to the Lord that
the routines for the day are performed without
obstructions. 2. Upaadhaanam: Gathering
flowers, Thulasi, fruits, etc. for Bhagavath
Aradhanam, the daily worship; Engaging in
Kalakshepam of the great scriptures like Ithihasas,
Puranas, works of Azhwars and Acharyas. 3.
Ijyai: Performing Thiruvaradhanam to the Lord
as prescribed in the Saasthras. 4. Swaadhyaayam:
Chanting and familiarising of the Vedas. 5.
Yogam: Meditating upon the feet of the Lord at
bed time.

Five Instructions of Sri Ramanuja for
Srivaishnavas: Sri Ramanuja prescribed Five
Kainkaryams to be undertaken by Srivaishnavas
in the following order of priority, based on ability:

1.
2.
3.

Study and preach Sri Bhashyam.
Study and preach Divya Prabandham.

Serve the Lord and Divyadesam temples by
fetching flowers, making garlands, lighting
lamps, etc. and serve His devotees.

Reflect on the esoteric meaning of the
Dhvayam.
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5. Live in the care and affection of a
Bhagavatha.

Six Special Qualities of Sriman Narayana:
Jnaanam (wisdom), Balam (power), Aiswaryam
(wealth), Veeryam (valour), Sakthi (ability) and
Thejas (radiance).

Six Words: The famous ‘Six Words’ obtained
from Lord Varadaraja by ThirukKachi Nambigal
and passed on to Bhagavath Ramanuja provided
the guidelines for the latter to follow. They were:

1. That Lord Narayana is the Supreme Lord.

2. That the individual souls were different

from the Supreme Lord.

That Prapathi is the means to attain
salvation.

That the last remembrance of the Lord
on the part of the departing soul was not
necessary.

That Moksha can be obtained only on
laying off the mortal coils.

That Sri Ramanuja should take refuge at
the feet of Periya Nambi.

Seven Mukthi-Kshethrams (Holy Cities of
Deliverance): Ayodhya, Mathura, Maaya, Kaasi,
Kanchi, Avanthi and Dwaraka.

Six Elements of Prapathi:

1. Aanukoolya Sankalpam (to resolve to do
what would please the Lord).

. Praathikoolya Varjanam (to resolve to not
do what would displease Him).

. Mabha Viswaasam (unswerving faith in His
grace)

Kaarpanyam (realising one’s incapacity to
do anything without His grace).

Gopthruthva Varanam (explicitly seeking
the Lord’s mercy in granting Moksha).

Aathma Nivedhanam (surrendering one’s
soul).

Eight Elements of Bhakthi:

1. Yama (moral codes).

Niyama (self-purification and study).
Aasana (posture).

Praanayama (breath control).
Prathyahara (sense control).

Dharana (concentration).

S A o R

Dhyana (meditation).
8.

Nine types of Devotion (Nava Vidha Bhakthi)
with respective prominent practitioner:

Samadhi (realisation of deliverance).

1. Sravanam — Audition — Pariskhith.

2. Keerthanam — Recapitulation — Suka.

3.

4. Paadha Sevanam — Service at the feet of
the Lord — Lakshmi.

Smaranam — Meditation — Prahladha.

5. Archanam — Worship — Pruthu.

6. Vandanam — Salutations with praise —
Akrura.

7. Daasyam — Service — Anjaneya.

8. Sakhyam — Friendliness — Arjuna.

9. Aathma Nivedanam — Surrendering

oneself — Mahabali.
Nine Steps for Srivaikunta (Moksha):
1. Vivekam — Discriminatory Knowledge.
Nirvedham — Repentance.
Virakthi — Asceticism.

Bheethi — Consternation.

A

Prasaadhanam — Practising a means (to
Moksha).

6. Uthkramanam — Departure of the Soul.
7. Archiraadhi — Journey through the
Archiraadhi Way.

. Divyadesa Praapthi — Arrival at the door
step of Sri Vaikuntam.

Praapthi — Realising Moksha.

(to be continued...)
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Chapter - 6
Paradevatha Paaramaarthya Adhikaram

We learnt about the Isvara Thathva and His
Svarupam, Sthithi, Pravruthi, etc., but it is
essential to establish who this Isvara is (which
Devatha) in a specific manner. Otherwise, we
cannot be a Paramaikanthi (one who worships only
Paramatma for Himself) and thus attain Moksha
without delay. As already mentioned in Praapthi
Virodhi part, if we worship Devathas who are also
Jeevas like us, it will lead us astray.

Swami condemns other philosophies here, saying
there are basic irremovable differences in the
Svarupa of Jeevas and Isvara as learnt earlier,
and hence it is foolish to aver that all Jeevas are
manifestations of one Brahmam clothed by maya
(Advaitha). Similarly, there are basic differences
in the Svabhavam (Dharma Bootha Gnanam)
between Devathas themselves as evidenced by
their experiences of pleasure and pain and hence,
Brahma, Rudra, Indra, etc., are not the same as
Isvara who is Sriman Narayana.

As per Pramanas (scriptural authorities), Sriman
Narayana is the cause for the Devathas, He is
Himself in the midst of the Trinity, Brahma,
Vishnu, Siva, and is both the material cause &
creator of all worlds. Hence, these averments
“All three Gods are equal”, “All three Gods are
one”, “There is an Ultimate entity above these
three Gods”, “Brahma is Isvara”, “Rudra or Siva
is Isvara,” are to be condemned.

Swami then proceeds to give countless Pramanas
to emphasise this. Swami doesn’t quote Sruthi in
this Grantha because it can be learnt by ladies too.
Hence, he gives numerous quotes from Smruthis,
Puranas and Ithihasas.

Here is a summary of concepts as evidenced by
these Pramanas.

1. All Devathas like Brahma, Rudra, etc.,
are subject to Bhagavan’s Maya and their
Svabhava (Dharma Bootha Gnanam) is

Gauils evpGauob @ Camusms - emriug

subject to contraction and expansion like
other Jeevas.

They get their authority from Bhagavan and
act as per His will.

They do not have Divya Mangala Vigraham,
which can be meditated upon, unlike
Bhagavan. Their Sareerams are also of
Trigunam.

They are subservient to Bhagavan and are part
of His Vibuthi (wealth) and He is the owner
and controller.

They are His attributes (All Jeevas are His
attributes). Hence there is no difference in
Svarupa between them and other Jeevas and
the difference lies only in Dharma Bootha
Gnanam (due to Karma Phalan).

They are his Sareeram (all Chethanam and
Achethanam are His Sareeram).

Those Jeevas, subject to Bhagavan’s
Kataksham (divine glance) while they were
in foetal form, become Mumukshus desiring



10.

11.

Moksha and those Jeevas blessed by Brahma,
Rudra, etc., indulge in Rajasic and Thamasic
activities.

Hence Mumukshus should not worship these
Devathas. Only Sriman Narayana has to be
worshipped for Moksham.

Swami clarifies upon a Sloka which holds that
one who is Suryabhaktha in seven Janmas
becomes a Rudra Bhaktha, one who worships
Rudra in seven Janmas is born as Vishnu
Bhaktha and one who worships Vishnu in
seven Janmas attains Him. This holds good
only if, he doesn’t hold all Thathvas as
equal, or as the same, or has misconceptions
regarding their Svarupa or has hatred upon
Isvara like Asuras, etc.

If a Jeeva is disturbed by misinterpretations
and has Devatanthara Bhakthi (worshipping
other Devathas) he is subject to Bhagavan’s
displeasure and it would come to harm.
Bhagavan ensnares some Jeevas into
worshipping other Devathas by ensuring
immediate temporary benefits for such
worship while ultimately hell is their
destination. This is because of their abundant
sins.

If we worship Vishnu, He will grant us
material benefits also, like wealth, etc. and
this wealth will be utilised in a proper manner
(Saathvik way) which would lead to Upaaya
and thus to Moksham at the requested time.
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The analogy here is the Ganga river, the
greatness of which is such that one who
drinks it’s water just to assuage his thirst also
gets some sins to be washed away. Vishnu
Bhakthi even if done for material benefits,
gradually will lead to destruction of sins
and will direct us towards Upaaya. Hence,
other gods have to be worshipped only by
those who do not want to attain Moksha.
Bhagavan is the Sareeri of all Devathas and
even if we get benefits from other Devathas,
it is He who grants them through them. If a
Jeeva has this knowledge but desires some
immediate benefits from other Devathas,
he could worship them. But even for other
material benefits, it is better to ask Bhagavan
Himself.

Swami quotes Azhwar Srisukthis to emphasise
this Paradevatha Paaramaarthyam and thus,
only Sriman Narayana has to be surrendered
unto and explains how this is set out in the
three Manthras.

Just like Bhagavath Bhakthi extending up to
Bhagavatha Bhakthi, Devatanthara Thyagam
(to let go of) should extend upto the Thyagam
of those worshipping Devatantharam.

Thus, the Divya Dhampathi of Piratti and
Perumal are the means (Upaaya) and the end
(Praapyam) as shown by Rishis and Azhwars
and our Acharyas.

(to be continued...)
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